
About NEPT 

November 1st was the official start of 

the Blue Flag Season in Jamaica, and 

we now have six properties flying the 

Blue Flag proudly across the island. 

Through a deep commitment to the 

proper management of their beaches, 

these 6 properties have worked hard 

to be ranked among the best beaches 

in the world. 

Blue Flag is a program of 

FEE International and 

operates in 38 countries 

around the world, with 

over 3,000 Blue Flag Certi-

fied Beaches and Marinas. 

The certified properties in Jamaica 

are Coco La Palm, Couples Negril, 

Couples Swept Away, The Errol Flynn 

Marina, Merrils I and Merrils II 

The Blue Flag works towards sustain-

able development at beaches and ma-

rinas through publicly awarding sites 

that meet strict criteria regarding 

water quality, environmental education 

and information, environmental man-

agement, and safety and other services. 

A few of the issues covered in the crite-

ria include cleanliness, provisions for 

waste and recycling, monitoring of ac-

tivities, and environmental education 

activities for staff and guests.  

NEPT is the National 

Operator for FEE pro-

grams in Jamaica, and 

as such we are the only 

organization who can 

award properties the 

Blue Flag. Members of 

the NEPT staff work with members of 

FEE international, a National Jury 

here in Jamaica and representatives of 

the different properties to ensure that 

all criteria is met and that water qual-

ity is tested regularly. It is a long and 

difficult process, and the 6 Blue Flag 

properties in Jamaica are to be com-

mended for their dedication and hard 

work. 

Couples Swept Away was our gracious 

host for the Blue Flag Raising Ceremony 

and all the properties were in attendance 

to accept their awards. Students from 

Negril All Age kept the attendees enter-

tained with a few original songs. The 

evening concluded with Dalton Sutton, 

Water Sports Manager for Couples Swept 

Away, raising his blue flag to officially 

kick off the 2009 – 2010 Blue Flag sea-

son. NEPT is working towards expanding 

the program to even more beaches for the 

2010—2011 season.  

Once again, congratulations to Coco La 

Palm, Couples Swept Away, Couples 

Negril, Errol Flynn Marina, Merrils I and 

Merrils II on your Blue Flag certification! 

The Negril area Environ-

mental Protection Trust 

(NEPT) is a non-profit envi-

ronmental NGO (non Gov-

ernmental organization). We 

were formed in 1994 by or-

ganizations and citizens of 

the Negril area, following a 

meeting to consider land-

based sources of pollution 

affecting the marine and 

coastal ecosystems.  

NEPT’s mandate is to serve 

the Negril Environmental 

Protection Area in order to 

achieve a better quality of 

life for present and future 

generations. We do this by 

preserving, protecting, con-

serving and restoring the 

environment through plan-

ning,  and implementing 

environmental activities that 

serve as examples for others 

to follow.  

NEPT also manages the 

Royal Palm Reserve, a 300 

acre piece of the Great Mo-

rass. There’s more informa-

tion on the Reserve through-

out the Newsletter, and even 

a coupon for discounted en-

trance! 

We host various community 

events and workshops, so 

stay tuned for more details! 
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A morass, or wetland, is a very special 

and unique eco-system. There are many 

wetlands in Jamaica, and this area is 

home to the two larg-

est—The Black River 

Great Morass and the 

Negril Great Morass.  

But what is a wetland? 

Simply put, it is the 

area between land and 

water eco-systems.  

Wetlands are vital parts 

of Jamaica’s eco-system, 

and serve many differ-

ent purposes. In Ja-

maica, wetlands are 

found all across the is-

land, near the coast. They act as a 

buffer between the sea and the land, 

and one of their most important func-

tions is to filter out sediment before 

water drains out to sea. Sediment gets 

trapped in the soil or in the root system 

of plants, and thus does not reach the 

sea and the coral reefs. 

These reefs are ex-

tremely important, but 

also extremely delicate, 

so this is a vital task.  

Wetlands like the Negril 

Great Morass are also 

important, as they regu-

late water flow in the 

areas surrounding them. 

If fresh water flows into 

the oceans too fast, it 

lowers the amount of 

salt in the water, harm-

ing the corals and other life in the area. 

The morass is able to hold water and 

release it into the ocean slowly, ensur-

ing that the sea-life in the area does not 

get inundated with salt water.  

At the same time, the fresh water held 

by the morass also feeds springs and 

rivers in the area, ensuring that these 

rivers and springs will not dry out, even 

in times of drought.   

Aside from regulating water flow, the 

morass also provides a habitat for a 

wide variety of plants and animals. 

There are many plants that can only 

grow in this type of environment, and 

there are also countless birds and other 

animals that depend on these unique 

plant species. Humans are also able to 

use a lot of the materials in the morass 

for crafts, building and medicines. 

Many people also farm in the morass’ 

fertile soil, however special precautions 

must be taken when farming in the 

morass’ fragile eco-system. 

Want to learn more about wetlands? 

The Green Team Trophy for hardest 

working team was awarded to the 

Negril Police Youth Club and Negril All

-Age School. 

 

There were volun-

teers from the Negril 

Police Youth Club, 

Negril All Age 

School, Green Island 

High School, Rock 

House, Negril Fish-

ing Co-operative, 

Negril Chamber of 

Commerce, Negril 

Cluster Initiative 

and Margaritaville,   

 

Donations were so-

licited from JET, the 

Tourism Enhance-

ment Fund, Rock 

House,  Alfred’s 

Ocean Palace, Coco la Palm, Couples 

Swept Away, Traveller’s Resort, RIU 

Tropical Bay Hotel, RIU Negril Club 

Hotel, Kool Runnings Water Park, 

JUTA Negril and National Solid Waste 

Management Authority.  

 

Thanks to all who made this a great 

day!  

The goal of the International Coastal 

Cleanup is also to educate people about 

proper waste disposal, and Ms Jean 

Brown, NCRPS President took charge 

of that task by hosting a brief orienta-

tion to start the day 

off. She informed the 

participants about 

the lifecycle of debris 

and the dangers of 

allowing unchecked 

amounts of garbage 

to drift into the 

oceans.  

 

After the orientation, 

volunteers then set 

about picking up 

trash, and spent ap-

proximately 2 hours 

on the beach hard at 

work. 

 

Coupled with the beach cleanup, 

NCRPS also organized an underwater 

cleanup, focusing on the Long Bay Sea 

park. This cleanup netted 6 huge bags 

of garbage and 10 lionfish– an invasive 

species of fish that is having an ex-

tremely damaging affect on the local 

fish populations.  

 

NEPT’s September Beach Cleanup was 

organized in partnership with the 

Negril Coral Reef Preservation Society 

(NCRPS) . We had a great day with 63 

volunteers in attendance and over 140 

bags of garbage collected.  

 

The cleanup was part of a global effort 

sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy, 

an American NGO. This was the 23rd 

annual cleanup, and there were clean-

ups in over 100 countries, with thou-

sands of bags of garbage collected. Ja-

maica’s cleanups were organized but 

JET– the Jamaica Environment Trust, 

and there were 42 cleanup sites around 

the island.  

 

In Negril, we focused on Little Bloody 

Bay and Ireland Pen, both areas in dire 

need of attention along the 7 Mile 

Beach. Volunteers found everything 

from scandal bags, plastic bags, dirty 

diapers, condoms and bottles.  

 

The items that were picked up were 

sorted and tallied, and through JET, 

this information will be sent to the 

Ocean Conservancy. Staff there will 

then compile this data with the other 

data collected from around the world to 

look for global trends and changes.  

NCRPS and NEPT Partner for International Coastal Cleanup 
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The Royal Palm Reserve—part 

of the Negril Great Morass 

Volunteers from Rock House Hotel 

cleaning up Little Bloody Bay Beach 



Studies indicate that small island na-

tions are  much more susceptible to the 

negative impacts of climate change. 

This paper, presented at the Lunch and 

Learn Seminar sponsored by Caribe 

Star Shipping Limited identifies indi-

cators of climate change and their po-

tential impacts on Jamaica. 

Climate change increases ocean tem-

perature. Impacts include and are not 

limited to: 

 Increase emergence of vector borne       

disease, especially from mosqui-

toes. 

 Coral bleaching – 65% of all spe-

cies in the Caribbean depend, to 

some extent, on coral reefs. Col-

lapse of these reefs may have wide-

spread impact on fisheries and 

maritime tourism. 

 Jelly fish swarms —These swarms 

are credited for reducing the im-

pact of climate change/global 

warming. The swarms are quite 

large, extending for miles. As they 

move through the ocean, they mix 

the Carbon Dioxide at sea surface 

level to lower ocean depths where 

it is stored. 

Climate change increases sea levels, 

and impacts on coastal re-

sources to maritime tourism 

include and are not limited to:  

 Saline intrusion into ground water: 

80% of Jamaica’s fresh water is sup-

plied by ground water. Cruise ships 

that dock in Jamaica’s harbors replen-

ish their supply of fresh water. Should 

we lose our fresh water, we will not be 

able to supply the cruise ships with 

fresh water, hence fewer cruise ships 

coming into ports. 

 Sangster International Airport would 

be inundated from storm surges, im-

pacting tourism. Decreasing the mari-

time tourism resources increases the 

financial burden of the Government of 

Jamaica. 

 Further beach erosion leads to in-

creased insurance cost along the 

coastlines. 

Increase in CO2 is responsible for ocean 

acidification, which will require any ocean 

species with a shell, including coral, to 

either adapt on disappear. This puts biodi-

versity at risk thus adding additional 

stress to fisheries and maintains tourism. 

Climate change impact on maritime tour-

ism includes but not limited to: 

 Direct damage to natural resources; 

i.e. coral reefs, beaches and fisheries 

Loss of attractiveness as a destination due 

to:  

 Impacts on health- Dengue, ma-

laria and more  

 Reduce dive/snorkel tourism  

 Milder winters in the Northern 

areas 

 Loss of maritime tourism employ-

ment  

Small Island Developing States are 3 

times more susceptible than developed 

countries to the negative impacts of 

climate change. Adapting to climate 

change is a costly undertaking, which 

can go beyond the financial capacity 

plus resources of the public and private 

sectors. 

Jamaica has joined others Small Island 

Developing States to form the Carib-

bean Community Climate Change Cen-

ter, (5 C’s), located in Belize. All Carib-

bean islands acting in unison will have 

greater ability to attract appropriate 

attention and funding. 

Further, positive financial impact of 

climate change could be realized with 

the enhancement of existing marine 

parks and the establishment of addi-

tional ones. Maritime education tour-

ism attracts university students and 

sustainable tourism sectors as well.  

Tourism & Climate Change 
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Can you find the hidden items? 

The 11 items below are hidden throughout 

the picture to the left. Can you find them all? 



Negril Craft Market 
PO Box 2599 
Negril, Westmoreland 
Jamaica, West Indies 
876-458-5841 

NEPT 
 
The Negril area Environmental 
Protection Trust 

NEPT is partnering with the GEF’s 

Small Grants Programme and the Envi-

ronmental Foundation of Jamaica on our 

latest initiative—the Clean Field Cam-

paign. The main goal 

of the campaign is to 

increase awareness 

about the bio-diversity 

in the Negril Environ-

mental Protection 

Area, and thus safe-

guard it for future gen-

erations.  

In order to preserve 

the bio-diversity of the 

area, we have been 

working with farmers 

in both Hanover and 

Westmoreland, and educating them 

about environmentally friendly farming 

techniques. This can include anything 

from the proper use of pesticides to com-

posting or ensuring that fields are well 

maintained.  

Clean Field Campaign  

25% off admission to the Royal Palm Reserve! 

Bring this newsletter with you, or mention that you saw this deal when you visit the Royal Palm Reserve and get 25% 

off admission! Admission includes a 45 minute tour of the Reserve (guided or un-guided), as well as admission to our 

wetlands exhibit. There is also a concession stand and lake-side patio. Guests are welcome to spend as much time at 

the Reserve as they would like.  

The Royal Palm Reserve is a 300 acre reserve that is home to the Royal Palm—a grand palm tree that is endemic to 

south-western Jamaica. You will also see countless other trees, birds, fish, butterflies and much more! It is a truly tran-

quil place to relax and enjoy the pristine beauty of Jamaica. 

To get to the reserve, drive south out of Negril (towards Savanna-la-Mar), and watch for signs for the Reserve. Turn 

left after about 3 miles, and drive straight for about another two miles until you reach the Reserve.  

Admission Prices: 

Locals—JMD$300 for adults, JMD$150 for children 

Foreigners—US$15 for adults, US$7 for children. 

 

Large groups are welcome, but please call ahead to schedule! 876-957-3736 

farmers will receive tangible prizes 

such as farming tools, but will also 

b e  a d d e d  t o  a  l i s t  o f 

―environmentally friendly farmers‖ 

that will be given to hotels and busi-

nesses in Negril. This will give 

these farmers an intangible com-

petitive edge over their counter-

parts.  

NEPT is also working with the 

Negril Recycling Center, JAS, 

RADA, NEPA, NSWMA and the 

Pesticide Control Authority on this 

project, as well as the communities 

of Logwood, Sheffield and Silver 

Spring.  

Working to protect the area’s bio-

diversity is vital if Negril and Ja-

maica are going to continue to be a 

healthy nation and a world re-

nowned vacation spot, and NEPT is 

hoping to do just that through the 

Clean Field Campaign.  

By implementing these environmen-

tally friendly techniques, farmers will 

reduce their negative impacts on the 

environment around them. They will 

also produce a health-

ier and more robust 

crop.  

To highlight this edu-

cational campaign, 

NEPT is also organiz-

ing a Clean Field Com-

petition. There are 13 

farmers participating 

in this competition, 

from both Hanover and 

Westmoreland. The 

farmers are being 

judged on a wide range 

of categories ranging from water man-

agement, crop selection, land hus-

bandry, solid waste management 

practices and more. At the end of the 

six month time period, the winning  

Nept_negril@yahoo.com 

www.nept.wordpress.com 

Find us on Facebook! Search 

NEPT Westmoreland 

Farmers & Community Members 

at a workshop in Logwood, Hano-

ver hosted by NEPT & NEPA 


