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The Negril Great Morass is an 

essential part of Negril’s eco-

system. Although many residents 

and visitors don’t often think of 

the Morass, Negril would not 

exist without it. It may not be as 

captivating as the reefs, but it is 

every bit as important.  

 

The Morass filters water before it 

goes out to the sea, holds water 

to prevent flooding , provides a 

habitat for hundreds of animals, 

is a nursery for many fish spe-

cies and more. Many of the 

plants and animals in the mo-

rass can be used for food, or 

even medicinal purposes. It is a 

very useful, but very delicate eco-

system.  

 

Sadly, the Negril Great Morass is 

under threat. Residents of Negril 

can tell you that fires in the Mo-

rass are nothing new,  and they 

are right. To some extent fires 

are a natural part of the cycle of  

the Morass. However, the 

amount and frequency of the 

more recent fires are an alarm-

ing trend. These fires destroy 

large sections of the Morass very 

quickly, and are often man-

made.  

 

If the Morass were healthy, it 

wouldn’t be able to burn like it 

has been. But since the 

dredging of the canals that 

are now the North And South 

Negril Rivers over 50 years 

ago, the Morass has been 

draining water at a rate much 

faster then it can replace it. 

This drainage isn’t entirely 

bad, as it allowed Negril to be 

developed into what it is now. 

However, the Morass is still 

being drained rapidly, and this 

means that the fires will con-

tinue to get worse and burn 

for longer.  

 

Recognizing the  importance 

of the Morass to Negril, NEPT 
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The Negril area Environmental 

Protection Trust (NEPT) is a 

non-profit environmental NGO 

(non Governmental organiza-

tion). We were formed in 

1994 by organizations and 

citizens of the Negril area, 

following a meeting to consid-

er land-based sources of pol-

lution affecting the marine 

and coastal ecosystems.  

NEPT’s mandate is to serve 

the Negril Environmental Pro-

tection Area in order to 

achieve a better quality of life 

for present and future genera-

tions. We do this by preserv-

ing, protecting, conserving 

and restoring the environ-

ment through planning,  and 

implementing environmental 

activities that serve as exam-

ples for others to follow.  

NEPT also manages the Royal 

Palm Reserve, a 300 acre 

piece of the Great Morass. 

There’s more information on 

the Reserve throughout the 

Newsletter, and even a cou-

pon for discounted entrance! 

We host various community 

events and workshops, so 

stay tuned for more details! 

Smoke billowing across The Beach Road, as seen from the NEPT office, 
March 10, 2010. 

has begun taking action to 

stop these fires, and to re-

store the Morass to a healthy 

and working condition.  We 

are implementing an Inte-

grated Morass Management 

Plan that will stop fires quick-

ly, prevent future fires and 

rehydrate the Morass. 

 

This is a very sophisticated 

project that will take a lot of 

time and effort to implement, 

but is essential for the health 

of Negril.  

 

NEPT will be working with a 

variety of experts and stake-

holders to erect fire towers in 

the Morass,  purchase air-

boats that can access re-

mote areas of the Morass, 

rehydrate key areas of the 

Morass, develop a long term 

management plan for the 

Morass and educate locals 

and guests about its im-

portance.  

 

Taking care of the Morass  

will benefit all of Negril, and 

NEPT is proud to be a leader 

in this effort.   



NEPT has recently launched a 

second FEE program, Green 

Key Jamaica. Green Key is an 

eco-label for hotels and tour-

ist attractions, and ensures 

that the properties are run in 

a way that minimizes their 

impact on the environment. 

Green Key is operated in 14 

countries all over the world, 

and Jamaica is one of the first 

countries in the western hemi-

sphere to operate the pro-

gram.  

 

To become Green Key certi-

fied, properties must adhere 

to 71 mandatory Green Key 

criteria. These criteria fall into 

12 categories ranging from 

waste management, water 

and energy conservation, food 

sourcing and more. The main 

difference between Green Key 

and other similar certification 

programs is the focus Green 

Key places on education. 

Properties must educate staff 

and guests on environmental 

measures and issues, and in 

that way the program helps to 

foster environmental aware-

ness.  

 

To finalize certification, prop-

erties will be evaluated by a 

National Steering Committee, 

and given final approvals by 

the Green Key International 

Steering Committee based in 

the Netherlands.  

 

Couples Swept Away has be-

come the first hotel in Jamai-

ca to sign on to the Program, 

followed by Sea Splash Re-

sort. These two hotels will be 

joined by several others who 

are planning to vie for Green 

Key Certification, and it is 

likely that Jamiaca will have 

the first group of Green Key 

Certified hotels late this sum-

mer.    

must have at least 26 water 

samples by June of this year, 

and all the samples must 

meet the strict Blue Flag wa-

ter quality standards. They 

must also meet 25 other 

The Blue Flag continues to 

wave high across Jamaica, 

and will be even more wide-

spread in the months to 

come. The Blue Flag Program 

is growing, and there are 6 

more properties vying for cer-

tification this year.  If all of 

these properties are success-

ful, that would double the 

amount of Blue Flags in Ja-

maica. All Blue Flag properties 

stringent criteria relating to envi-

ronmental management, educa-

tion and safety and services. 

The NEPT Staff has been busy 

taking water samples, conducting 

seminars with the different Blue 

Flag properties and making sure 

everything is lined up for this 

2010—2011 Blue Flag Season 

starting November 1, 2010. 
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Blue Flag, the Royal Palm 

Reserve and even previous 

versions of this very newslet-

ter! We also have links to 

many of our partner organiza-

tions so you can see what 

they are up to as well.    

 

We’ll keep updating the site 

as often as we can. If there’s 

something you’d like to see 

on the site, or news you want 

to share, simply leave a com-

ment letting us know and 

we’ll get to it! 

 

If you want to, you can sign 

up to have updates automati-

cally emailed to you. Keeping 

up with NEPT has never been 

easier!     

Want to keep up to date with 

watagwan with NEPT? It’s 

easier than ever! Our new 

website is updated several 

times a week with different 

features and is a great way to 

know what NEPT is up to.   

 

There is also information on 

the site about Green Key, 
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1—What do you get when 20 

rabbits move backwards? 

 

1— A receding hare-line! 

2– The River Bank 

3—Wet rocks 

4—Put it on my bill 

5—To go to the shell station 

6—He forgot his trunk 

2—Where do fish keep their 

money? 

3—What kind of rocks are on 

the bottom of every river? 

4—what did the duck  say when 

she bought lipstick? 

5– Why did the turtle cross 

the road? 

6– Why did the elephant miss 

his flight? 



NEPTune 
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RPR FEATU R E—B I R D  M I GR ATI ON  
It isn’t just people who come 

down to Jamaica to escape 

the cold North American 

winters. Every year, thou-

sands and thousands of 

birds accompany the tourists 

to spend a few months in 

warm and sunny Jamaica. 

Different birds migrate at 

slightly different times, but 

for the most birds who do 

migrate spend October – 

April in warmer climates, and 

head to cooler climates for 

the rest of the year.  

 

Every bird species has differ-

ent migratory patterns. Sci-

entists have studied migra-

tion for a few hundred years, 

but are still not able to an-

swer a lot of the questions 

that people usually ask 

about migration. It’s a myste-

rious phenomenon, and one 

we might not ever fully un-

derstand. But there are some 

things we know for sure. 

Birds migrate to escape the 

harsh winters in the north. 

As the weather grows colder, 

food becomes scarce and 

life becomes harder. By mov-

ing down south, birds find 

more plentiful food and bet-

ter weather.  

 

When birds migrate, they 

follow the exact same path 

every year, sometimes with 

other birds in a flock, and 

sometimes solo. No one 

knows how a bird knows 

where to fly. Some people 

think they learn over time, 

and others think that they 

are born with the knowledge, 

the same we animals are 

born knowing how to 

breathe. Many birds, includ-

ing egrets, also migrate to 

the exact same spot every 

year. The bird will pick a tree 

and come back to that exact 

same tree year after year.  

Birds fly immense distances when 

they migrate. For example, the 

northern wheatear travels from 

Alaska all the way to South Africa 

and back every year. There are at 

least 50 species of birds that trav-

el from Canada and the US to 

Jamaica every year. For the past 

few decades, scientists have start-

ed tracking birds and their migra-

tions. To do this, they catch the 

birds, put a small band on its leg 

with some information about 

where it was ―banded‖, and re-

lease it – all without harming the  

birds. This way, the bird can be 

tracked and hopefully help 

scientists figure out some of 

the mysteries about bird mi-

gration.  

Some birds have non-stop 

migrations, where they take 

their entire journey in one 

long, long flight. Usually 

though, birds stop at a few 

places along the way to rest 

and eat. Either way, birds usu-

ally eat a whole lot to fatten 

themselves up for their long 

journeys south before leaving.    

And how do migrating birds 

navigate? It is a combination 

of factors including instinct 

and smell. Many also use the 

sun to navigate just like sailors 

do, or use landmarks to know 

if they are on course.  

No matter how they navigate 

or how far they fly, it’s a pretty 

amazing feat. Could you fly to 

Canada and back every year? 

  

The Stilted Sandpiper—a winter 

migrant to Jamaica  

On March 22nd, the Sandals 

Group, Couples Swept Away and 

Couples Negril joined NEPT in 

celebrating World Water Day at 

three local schools. World Water 

Day was started by the United 

Nations in 1993 to highlight the 

importance of conserving our 

water and keeping it clean. This 

year, hundreds of events were 

held in 45 countries around the 

world, including several right 

here in Jamaica.  

 

The Sandals properties, Couples 

Swept Away and Couples Negril 

each sponsor schools in the ar-

ea, and this year NEPT staff 

members teamed up with the 

environmental managers at the-

se hotels to visit these schools. 

Presentations were given at 

Green Island High, Whitehall 

even a few of the teachers! 

Grover is usually spends his 

time at Beaches Negril, but 

he made a special visit out 

to highlight the importance 

of World Water Day. 

 

What did the students learn 

through these presenta-

tions? The presentations 

were focused on educating 

students on how important 

water conservation is and 

what they can do to keep the 

water systems clean. They 

learned that although there 

is a lot of water in Jamaica, 

and around the world, if peo-

ple don’t work to conserve it 

and keep it clean, that water 

will either disappear or be-

come undrinkable.  

Grover,  students from Whitehall, 

Sandals Group Staffa and PCV 

Melissa Dentch 

Basic & Prep School and Esher 

Primary to approximately 700 

students.  

 

The students at Whitehall School 

got an extra special treat when 

Grover from Sesame Street 

showed up to give them a special 

presentation about water. He was 

greeted with plenty of hugs and 

cheers from the students, and  

The students brainstormed 

ideas on how to both con-

serve water and keep the 

water systems clean, and 

had many, many good ideas. 

Some of these included fix-

ing leaky taps, turning water 

off when it’s not being used, 

reusing water to flush toilets 

or water plants and ensuring 

that their homes are hooked 

up to the NWC systems to 

ensure the sewage is proper-

ly treated.    

Can you think of ways you 

can conserve and protect 

Jamaica’s water in your daily 

life? Even small changes you 

make will have a big impact 

over time! 



NEPT 

PO Box 2599 

Marine Park Building 

Negril, Westmoreland 

Jamaica, West Indies  

Negri l  area Environmental  
Protect ion Trust  

25% OFF  AD M I SSI ON  T O  TH E   
ROYA L  PA LM  RESERV E !  

876—957—3736 

nept_negril@yahoo.com 

www.nept.wordpress.com  

Ridge to Reef conservation of 

the Negril EPA 

Bring this newsletter with you when you visit the Royal Palm Reserve and get 25% off 

admission! Admission includes a 45 minute tour of the Reserve (guided or un-guided), 

as well as admission to our wetlands exhibit. There is also a concession stand and 

lake-side patio. Guests are welcome to spend as much time at the Reserve as they 

would like.  

 

The Royal Palm Reserve is a 300 acre reserve that is home to the Royal Palm, as well 

as countless other trees, birds, fish, butterflies and much more! It is a truly tranquil 

place to relax and enjoy the pristine beauty of Jamaica.  

 

To get to the reserve, drive south out of Negril (towards Savanna-la-Mar), and watch 

for signs for the Reserve. Turn left after about 3 miles, and drive straight for about an-

other two miles until you reach the Reserve.  

  

Admission Prices: 

Locals—JMD$300 for adults, JMD$150 for children 

Foreigners—US$15 for adults, US$7 for children. 

Shuttle service for guests can be arranged, please call number below to reserve  

 

Large groups are welcome, but please call ahead to schedule! 876-957-3736 

Hidden Pictures! 
 

The picture to the left may seem like a 

simple picture of some pelicans flying by, 

but there are actually 13 hidden items. 

Can you find them all? 

Artist’s Brush 

 

Dinosaur 

 

Pine Cone 

 

Crown 

 

Bell 

 

Nail 

 

Spoon 

Boot 

 

Glove 

 

Boomerang 

 

Ice Cream Cone 

 

Sailboat 

 

Heart 


