
About NEPT 

Last month’s beach clean-up was a 

great success, thanks to our wonderful 

volunteers and generous contribu-

tions. There were a total of 20 partici-

pants, and in just a few hours, over 50 

huge bags of garbage were filled to the 

brim! Everyone worked hard, and was 

moti-

vated to 

make a 

differ-

ence, 

get the 

beach 

cleaned 

up and 

looking 

good. 

The 

partici-

pants were tired at the end of the day, 

but all went home with the satisfac-

tion of a hard day’s work behind them. 

We focused on Bloody Bay Beach, just 

outside of Negril, and it was an area 

that definitely needed the attention.  

Hundreds of bottles, scandal bags, 

pieces of Styrofoam, boxes and other 

items were found and picked up. One 

participant even found a used diaper! 

Thanks to everyone’s hard work, the 

beach looks great now. But NEPT 

needs your help to keep it that way. A 

lot of the trash was from people party-

ing and then throwing their trash on 

the beach instead of taking it out with 

them. So next time you and your 

friends and family go to have a fun 

time on the beach, just take a few gar-

bage bags with you, put your trash in 

there and carry the bag out with you. 

And this doesn’t just apply to Bloody 

Bay Beach – you should do this at any 

beach or park, or anywhere you go! Our 

beaches and parks are there for every-

one to use, but we all need to do our 

part to take care of them so that we can 

all enjoy them for many years to come. 

Carrying out your trash is a small way 

for you to make a big difference to help 

our environment. 

Special thanks to our participants: The 

Negril Police Youth Club, NEPA staff, 

Gail Biggs Jackson of Treehouse Hotel 

and Peace Corps Volunteers. Also, thank 

you to Hi-Lo Negril and Couples Negril 

and the One Love Drive Shuttle for the 

donations. You all made the day possible! 

Our next clean-up is scheduled for Sep-

tember 19th. Find us in Facebook for 

more details and pictures of previous 

clean-ups: NEPT Westmoreland. 

The Negril area Environ-

mental Protection Trust 

(NEPT) is a non-profit envi-

ronmental NGO (non Gov-

ernmental organization). We 

were formed in 1994 by or-

ganizations and citizens of 

the Negril area, following a 

meeting to consider land-

based sources of pollution 

affecting the marine and 

coastal ecosystems.  

NEPT’s mandate is to serve 

the Negril Environmental 

Protection Area in order to 

achieve a better quality of 

life for present and future 

generations. We do this by 

preserving, protecting, con-

serving and restoring the 

environment through plan-

ning,  and implementing 

environmental activities that 

serve as examples for others 

to follow.  

NEPT also manages the 

Royal Palm Reserve, a 300 

acre piece of the Great Mo-

rass. There’s more informa-

tion on the Reserve through-

out the Newsletter, and even 

a coupon for discounted en-

trance! 

We host various community 

events and workshops, so 

stay tuned for more details! 
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The participants with the 

50+ bags of garbage they 

collected. 



The Roystonea princeps, or Royal Palm 

is a very unique tree. It is endemic to 

the wetlands of south-western Jamaica, 

meaning it is not found anywhere else 

in the world. The Royal Palm Reserve is 

home to hundreds of these trees, as you 

can see in the picture to the left.  

What makes the Royal Palm so unique? 

This tree has developed so that it will 

only grow in the special soil that’s in 

this area of Jamaica, called peat. Peat 

is a natural deposit of plant remains 

that has been protected from complete 

decay by being covered by a layer of 

water. Peat is typical of the soil in wet-

lands or swamps where there is a great 

deal of vegetation and a high water 

table. The peat is very high in nutrients 

and water, and the Royal Palm has de-

veloped so that it will only grow fully in 

this very special soil.  

Royal Palms are very tall—some can 

reach over 20 meters 

(66 feet) high, and their 

leaves can be up to 4 

meters (13 feet) long. 

These trees grow about 

25 centimeters per 

year, making the tall-

est trees almost 100 

years old! It takes a 

long time for the Royal 

Palm to fully mature, 

but the trees produce a 

yellow flower when it 

does.  

The Royal Palm is also known locally as 

swamp cabbage, and you may have 

even eaten it at one point. Historically, 

the leaves were also used to thatch 

roofs, or other similar tasks. 

While the Royal Palm Reserve has a 

high concentration of 

Royal Palms, they do 

grow in the rest of the 

Morass and the sur-

rounding areas. They are 

often used in landscaping 

at hotels, or private 

yards. But the tree will 

not survive anywhere 

outside of south-western 

Jamaica.   

So if you want to see a 

tree that is truly unique, 

come to the Royal Palm 

Reserve to check out the Roystonea 

princeps. See the back page of this 

newsletter for directions.  

do something now to stop and 

reverse the damage, we’ll 

never be able to get our envi-

ronment working the way it 

should again. 

Everything’s connected. The envi-

ronment is like a web - every-

thing works with of everything 

else, and there’s no way to 

touch just one strand without 

all the other ones shaking too. 

For the whole web to thrive, we 

need to keep it all in good 

shape!   

It makes sense. Once you start put-

ting green practices into your 

everyday life, you’ll see that it 

just makes sense to do it. It’s 

easy, better for the environ-

ment, better for you and better 

for your kids. Why wouldn’t 

you do it? 

So now that you know why we should 

protect our environment, go and share 

you new knowledge with someone else! 

 

example, next time you go to 

the store, bring a scandal bag 

with you instead of taking a 

new one.  

It’s catching on. The Green Trend 

is here to stay, so get on board 

now and be a part of the move-

ment! 

Your kids will thank you. Think 

about what we are leaving our 

children – a dirty, polluted 

planet that is getting hotter all 

the time. Let’s change this 

while we still can and leave 

our kids something beautiful 

and clean.  

It took a long time to get this way. 

Our environment took hun-

dreds of years to evolve into 

what it has become now, and it 

will take a lot of time and work 

to get it back there once it is 

broken. So let’s save ourselves 

the work and keep it clean 

now! 

Things are getting serious. Our 

environment is already at a 

breaking point, and if we don’t 

Almost everyone knows that we should 

work to protect and conserve the envi-

ronment, but we don’t all know why. So 

here are 10 very simple reasons why we 

should work to keep the environment 

clean. 

It saves you money! By conserving 

things like water and electric-

ity, you will save money on 

your utility bills 

You’ll be healthier. It’s a proven 

fact that when you’re environ-

ment is healthier, you are 

healthier. So keep your envi-

ronment healthy and keep 

yourself healthy! 

It’s contagious. When people know 

other people who are living 

environmentally friendly lives, 

they start doing the same 

thing – so go green and inspire 

some of your loved ones to do 

the same! 

It’s easy. There are so many small, 

simple things that we can do 

every day that will make a big 

difference, and it’s just a mat-

ter of changing a habit. For 

Ten Reasons to “Go Green” 

Royal Palm Reserve Highlight — The Royal Palm 
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Royal Palms at the Royal Palm 

Reserve 



Even if you’ve never heard the term 

biodiversity, you already know what it 

means. Think of all the different trees 

or animals that you have seen, and 

that’s bio-diversity - it is all the differ-

ent things that live in a specific envi-

ronment. A lot of these are things we 

can see— like trees, birds, bugs, butter-

flies, but it also includes things that we 

cannot see. Bacteria, insects that live 

underground and more all play an im-

portant role in biodiversity. 

Biodiversity is vital for a healthy envi-

ronment, and a healthy environment is 

vital for healthy people. Because of bio-

diversity, you are able to eat something 

different for every meal, see different 

natural things wherever you travel or 

even stay healthy, since a lot of medi-

cine comes from plants and animals. 

Without so many different species liv-

ing in the same environment, life the 

way we know it would be impossible. 

Jamaica is a hot-spot for biodiversity. 

On the island, there are 28 species of 

endemic birds and over 150 endemic 

plant species. What that means is that 

those birds and plants aren’t found any-

where else in the world. For example, 

the Doctor Bird, the Royal Palm, the 

Anchovy Pear and the Jamaican Oriole 

are all endemic, or unique, to Jamaica. 

It has taken centuries for species to 

evolve the way they have, especially in 

specialized areas like Jamaica. 

But it doesn’t take 

very long to damage 

an eco-system. Every-

thing in the environ-

ment is connected, 

and an action that 

affects one thing will 

eventually affect eve-

rything in that envi-

ronment. For exam-

ple, if you were to kill 

all the mosquitoes in 

one area, all of the 

lizards and birds that 

eat those mosquitoes would also die, as 

would anything that eats those lizards 

or birds, and it would continue on up 

the food chain. Dumping trash, pollu-

tion, over fishing or hunting, improper 

pesticide use are all examples of ways 

we can damage the environment and 

threaten biodiversity. The affects of 

these activities don’t take long to show 

up, and once an eco-system has been 

damaged, it takes a lot of work to get it 

back the way it was.  

There are a lot of ways that you can 

help take care of your environment, and 

ensure that Jamaica’s 

biodiversity isn’t threat-

ened. We need to make 

sure we use our re-

sources responsibly by 

conserving water, elec-

tricity, gas, and even 

paper. We also need to 

use trash bins and skips 

whenever we can instead 

of burning our trash, as 

the smoke is bad for us 

and the environment. 

Reusing plastic bags or 

bottles, or cutting down on waste in any 

way we can is also an important way to 

help our environment. Can you think of 

some more ways we can help the envi-

ronment and protect biodiversity in our 

everyday life? 

Environmental Feature—What is biodiversity? 

See how many words you 

can find hidden here. 

Words are hidden left to 

right, down, diagonally 

up from left to right, and 

diagonally down from left 

to right.  

All the words are related 

to plants and things they 

need to grow. 

Word Find! 

Can you find all 16 

words? 
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The Doctor Bird, Jamaica’s Na-

tional Bird, and one of 28 en-

demic bird species in Jamaica 



Negril Craft Market 
Negril PO, Westmoreland 
Jamaica WI 
876-458-5841 

NEPT 
The Negril area Environmental 
Protection Trust 

Bird Guide Training  

We will be training local community 

members as bird guides in late Septem-

ber. This training will prepare partici-

pants to guide local and foreign tourists 

to the area along local birding trails. Par-

ticipants will get the skills and resources 

they need to identify local birds and edu-

cate tourists about their habitats and 

practices. 

After completing this training, NEPT will 

put together a list of qualified persons in 

the area for hotels and other tour groups 

to refer tourists to.  

 

Date and location TBA—call to find out 

exact details.  

Fee: $3,000 before workshop, $3,500 day 

of training. Price includes lunch.  

 

Upcoming Events & Workshops  

25% off admission to the Royal Palm Reserve! 

Bring this newsletter with you when you visit the Royal Palm Reserve and get 25% off admission! Admission includes a 

45 minute tour of the Reserve (guided or un-guided), as well as admission to our wetlands exhibit. There is also a con-

cession stand and lake-side patio. Guests are welcome to spend as much time at the Reserve as they would like.  

The Royal Palm Reserve is a 300 acre reserve that is home to the Royal Palm, as well as countless other trees, birds, 

fish, butterflies and much more! It is a truly tranquil place to relax and enjoy the pristine beauty of Jamaica. 

To get to the reserve, drive south out of Negril (towards Savanna-la-Mar), and watch for signs for the Reserve. Turn 

left after about 3 miles, and drive straight for about another two miles until you reach the Reserve.  

  

Admission Prices: 

Locals—JMD$300 for adults, JMD$150 for children 

Foreigners—US$15 for adults, US$7 for children. 

 

Large groups are welcome, but please call ahead to schedule! 876-957-3736 

If you are interested in attending 

any of these workshops or events, 

you MUST call ahead to reserve 

your spot. Our phone number is 

458-5841. We will also give you in-

formation on location and times 

when you call.  

 

Do you have an environmental issue 

you would like to see addressed in 

one of our workshops? If you do, call 

us and let us know! We might be 

able to put one together to suit your 

needs.  

  

We hope to see you at one of our 

workshops soon! 

September Beach Clean-up 

As part of the International Coastal 

Clean-up, NEPT will be partnering 

with the Negril Coral Reef Preser-

vation Society to host a beach clean 

up on Saturday, September 19.  

Date: September 19 

Fee: FREE  

Location: Meet at Negril Craft Mar-

ket at 8:30 am 

 

We post details about all our train-

ings and events on Facebook, so if 

you want to keep up to date with us, 

find us there! Search NEPT West-

moreland.  

 

Nept_negril@yahoo.com 

Find us on Facebook! Search 

NEPT Westmoreland 


