
friendly farming in the Mo-

rass, which is such a fragile 

eco-system.  

The display commanded the 

attention of everyone who 

entered the pavilion and en-

couraged countless questions 

and conversations among visi-

tors to the pavilion.  

It was a good starting point 

for the NEPT team to discuss 

our environmental conserva-

tion efforts with a wide popu-

lation. Through these conver-

sations we were able to edu-

cate and sensitize the visitors 

to the pavilion to the threats 

to the Morass and what can 

be done and what is being 

done to mitigate these threats.  

Many of these visitors even 

gave us ideas that will en-

hance our work and our pro-

jects in the future.  

NEPT recently had the oppor-

tunity to work with the West-

moreland branches of the Ja-

maica Agricultural Society 

(JAS) and RADA to bring a 

message of sustainable envi-

ronmental practices to this 

year’s Denbigh show. Our dis-

play highlighted the Negril 

Great Morass and the im-

portance of the Morass in pre-

serving the beauty of the Ne-

gril area.  

Denbigh is an annual nation-

wide agricultural show that 

takes place in Maypen, Claren-

don every August. The show 

features prize livestock, pro-

duce,  a Farm Queen competi-

tion as well as nightly concerts. 

Each of the 14 parishes also 

have individual pavilion they  

use to highlight the agricultural 

accomplishmentss of their par-

ish.  

The focal point of our display 

was a diorama of the entire 

Great Morass. The display 

showed the rivers that flow 

through the morass, the en-

demic Royal Palms, as well as 

the relationship of the Morass 

to the beaches and coral 

reefs in Negril and the gen-

eral biodiversity of the area. 

Another main component of 

the display was to show the 

importance of environmentally 

NEPT at Denbigh  

About NEPT 

The Negril area Environmen-

tal Protection Trust (NEPT) is 

a non-profit environmental 

NGO (non Governmental 

organization). We were 

formed in 1994 by organi-

zations and citizens of the 

Negril area, following a 

meeting to consider land-

based sources of pollution 

affecting the marine and 

coastal ecosystems.  

NEPT’s mandate is to serve 

the Negril Environmental 

Protection Area (EPA) in or-

der to achieve a better qual-

ity of life for present and 

future generations. We do 

this by preserving, protect-

ing, conserving and restoring 

the environment through 

planning,  and implementing 

environmental activities that 

serve as examples for others 

to follow.  

NEPT also operates two envi-

ronmental certification pro-

grams—the Blue Flag and 

Green Key. These programs 

ensure proper management 

of beaches and hotels, re-

spectively.  

We host various community 

events and workshops, so 

stay tuned for more details! 

NEPT’s Morass display in the 
Westmoreland Pavilion at Denbigh 
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highlights in the West-

moreland pavilion. The 

centerpiece focused on 

renewable energy efforts 

in the Petersfield area in 

the form of hydro-

electricity. There was also 

plenty of produce, jams, 

cakes and crafts on dis-

play. A display from the 

apiculture (bee-keeping) 

training center in Seaford 

Town with a live beehive 

also garnered plenty of 

attention.  

Hopefully you were able 
to make it to this year’s 
show. If not, mark it on 
your calendar for next 
August!  
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As of July 27 of this year, 

NEPT is no longer managing 

the Royal Palm Reserve. 

NEPT has leased the Reserve 

from the Petroleum Corpora-

tion of Jamaica (PCJ) since 

2001.  

In the almost 10 years that 

NEPT has been managing the 

Reserve, there have been 

many significant improve-

ments made to the property, 

including updating the 

boardwalk and buildings, 

improving the interpretive 

centers and even a newly 

created dipping pond that 

was used to teach children 

about pond life. NEPT was 

planning further improve-

ments to the property in the 

coming year, and a revised 

marketing strategy was al-

ready being implemented to 

increase visitation to the Re-

serve.  

In spite of all these improve-

ments that have been made, 

PCJ has taken the decision 

not to renew NEPT’s lease at 

the Royal Palm Reserve due 

to outstanding lease pay-

ments owed by NEPT. Both 

parties had been willing to 

negotiate, but as NEPT was 

not able to come up with the 

money owed, PCJ went 

through with the decision to 

terminate the lease. 

It is unclear what the future 

holds for the Reserve—an 

essential piece of the Negril 

Great Morass and the Negril 

environment as a whole. It is 

our hope that the new man-

agers of the Reserve recog-

nize and respect the im-

portance of the area in their 

development plans. The Re-

serve is a sanctuary for 

countless animals and plant 

species, and PCJ should en-

sure that is stays that way no 

matter who the manager is.  

NEPT No Longer Managing Royal Palm Reserve  

Jamaica Environmental Community Supports NEPT 

years to build up a similar 

population.   

Recognized area of global 

environmental importance: 

BirdLife International has de-

clared the Morass an Im-

portant Bird Area (IBA), spe-

cifically because of the conser-

vation efforts at the Reserve 

and the West Indian Whistling 

Duck. Any hiatus in the man-

agement of the Reserve would 

be a threat to the integrity of 

the Morass’ status as an IBA—

a factor that PCJ should weigh 

carefully.  

Remnant Royal Palm Forest: 

The Reserve is the only pro-

tected remnant of the endemic 

Jamaica Royal Palm (Roystoea 

princeps) and Anchovy Pear 

(Grias cauliflora) in the world. 

It is also the only place within 

the Negril Great Morass 

where locals and visitors can 

go to learn about the im-

portance of these trees and of 

the Morass in general. If Ne-

gril were to lose this educa-

tional center, it would be a 

great detriment to the whole 

area.  

Focal area of conservation in 

Negril:  The Reserve is part of 

the Negril Watershed Environ-

mental Protection area (EPA), 

and as such must be managed  

properly and with respect to 

the environmental impacts of 

any possible future develop-

ment. It is unclear what PCJ 

has in mind for the future of 

the Royal Palm Reserve, but it 

will hopefully be as environ-

mentally conscious as the man-

agement has been for the past 

10 years.  

These concerns have been 

voiced to PCJ,  but it is unclear 

yet if they have taken notice. 

NEPT would be willing to part-

ner with PCJ in the manage-

ment of the Reserve, because, 

in the words of JEAN mem-

bers, ―if this partnership could 

lead to effective management 

of the Reserve in the interests 

of Negril, Jamaica and global 

conservation, there would be a 

huge benefit to all concerned.‖  

Members of the Jamaica Envi-

ronmental community have 

come out strongly in support of 

NEPT maintaining management 

of the Royal Palm Reserve. 

They are wary of what will 

happen at the Reserve in the 

near future, especially since 

there are no clear indications 

as to who will take over the 

management.  

The Jamaica Environmental 

Advocacy Network (JEAN) has 

recently put together a letter 

detailing many of their con-

cerns regarding the manage-

ment of the Reserve —concerns 

that are shared by members of 

the wider environmental com-

munity as well. These concerns 

include:  

The West Indian Whistling 

Duck: The Reserve is home to 

roughly 2% of the world’s pop-

ulation of this endangered 

duck species. Without the pro-

tection offered by the NEPT/ 

Reserve staff, these birds will 

likely be hunted. If this hap-

pens, it could take 10—20 Page 2 
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―NEPT HAS MADE A 

SIGNIFICANT 

CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE CONSERVATION 

OF THE ROYAL PALM 

RESERVE, WHICH 

PLAYS A CRITICAL 

ECOLOGICAL ROLE 

IN THE STABILITY OF 

THE ENTIRE NEGRIL 

AREA” 

 - JAMAICA 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

ADVOCACY NETWORK 

Royal Palms and other vege-
tation at the Royal Palm re-

serve 



As the National Operator for 

FEE Programs, NEPT had the 

opportunity to represent Ja-

maica at the FEE General 

Assembly in Shenzhen, China 

in July. The three day meet-

ing focused on structural 

changes within FEE, budget-

ary updates as well as en 

elections for the Executive 

Board.  

The Foundation for Environ-

mental Education (FEE) oper-

ates five programs around 

the world. Three of these 

programs are focused strictly 

on youth involvement in con-

servation: Eco-Schools, Young 

Reporters for the Environment 

and Learning About Forests. 

The other two programs, 

Green Key and Blue Flag, 

are focused on sustainable 

hotel and beach manage-

ment, respectively, and are 

the programs currently being 

run by NEPT in Jamaica.  

Over 65 countries were rep-

resented at the meeting, 

which was organized by the 

Center for Environmental Edu-

cation and Communication, a 

branch of the Ministry of En-

vironmental Protection.  

In addition to substantive 

meeting time, the participants 

also took part in a tree plant-

ing ceremony  and were 

treated to several perfor-

mances from students partici-

pating in FEE programs.  

The meeting was also a great 

chance for NEPT representa-

tives to network with other 

environmental professionals 

from around the world. It was 

inspiring to see what people 

around the world are doing, 

and exciting to know that 

NEPT is a small part of that 

effort!  

proper beach management. 

The properties must meet 26 

stringent criteria to qualify for 

the Blue Flag, including 26 

clean water quality samples, 

several environmental educa-

tion activities, proper waste 

management and more. It is a 

voluntary certification that 

must be annually renewed.  

The next step for these prop-

erties is approval from the 

International Jury in October. 

However, these properties 

On July 28th, Blue Flag Ja-

maica held it’s annual Nation-

al Jury Meeting at Couples 

Swept Away in Negril. The 

purpose of this meeting was 

to decide on certification for 

the 12 properties vying for 

Blue Flags for the 2010– 

2011 season. The properties 

had prepared well, because 

11 of the 12 were awarded 

the Blue Flag!  

Blue Flag is a coastal man-

agement tool that ensures 

should be congratulated for 

making it this far!  

The following beaches have 

renewed their Blue Flag Cer-

tification for the upcoming 

season: Merrils 1&2, Coco La 

Palm, Couples Swept Away, 

Couples Negril and the Errol 

Flynn Marina. New proper-

ties for this year are Travel-

lers Beach Resort, Beaches 

Negril, Long Bay Beach Park 

1,  Bluefield Bay Beach and 

Ocho Rios Bay Beach. 

NEPT Represented at International Meeting 

Blue Flag National Jury Meeting 

Cleanfield Award Ceremony  

in is so delicate.  

The Campaign included sever-

al workshops for the farmers 

focused on environmentally 

friendly farming, as well as six 

site visits to the farmers partic-

ipating in our competition. 

NEPT also hosted workshops 

for students from the local 

communities focusing on biodi-

versity.  

The Campaign was managed 

by NEPT, and we partnered 

with the Hanover and West-

moreland branches of the 

Jamaica Agricultural Society, 

NEPA, the Pesticide Control 

Authority, Negril Recycling 

Center and NSWMA.    

The winners of the competi-

tion were Trevor Fletcher of 

Hanover in first, Larry Burges 

of Sheffield in second place 

and Hazlyen Nesbeth of 

Hanover in third. These farm-

ers received trophies and 

farm supplies as a congratu-

lations for their hard work.   

NEPT’s Cleanfield Campaign 

has come to a close with the 

Award Ceremony in July held 

at the Rayon Hotel in Negril.  

The awards were to highlight 

the efforts of the farmer who 

had participated in NEPT’s 

Cleanfield Campaign starting 

in September, 2009. The cam-

paign focused on farmers in 

the Negril Great Morass. The-

se farmers must be especially 

careful in the Morass, as the 

environment they are farming 

Page 3 

Negril area Environmental Protection Trust  

To learn more about FEE, 
please visit their website: 
www.fee-international.org 

NEPT Chariman Kenric Davis, Execu-
tive Director Maxine Hamilton and 

Peace Corps Volunteer Melissa 
Dentch with some of the Cleanfield 

Competition farmers 



ly suffer some damage in the 

wake of a large storm, but 

the damage is usually not 

extensive enough to seriously 

threaten the reef as a whole. 

The corals also act as a sort 

of sand trap, stopping much 

of the sand from getting 

washed out to sea with the 

waves. This greatly limits the 

amount of beach erosion that 

takes place during a storm.  

Another major environmental 

factor that helps to mitigate 

hurricane damage are wet-

lands (a wetland can also be 

called a morass). The main 

way a morass assists with 

hurricane damage is in flood 

control. The morass has the 

ability to store huge amounts 

Nature is full of checks and 

balances—systems that are 

in place to ensure that no 

part of the environment gets 

too damaged.  And although 

hurricanes can do a lot of 

damage, there are some 

natural features that help to 

limit this damage.  

One of these features is the 

coral reefs in the sea. The 

reefs are designed partially 

to act as wave breakers, 

protecting the coastline from 

the larger waves that come in 

as part of hurricanes. These 

waves also help the corals—

they bring in fresh nutrients 

that allow the corals to re-

build themselves even strong-

er. The corals will undoubted-

of water that would other-

wise flood out entire areas. 

The morass is able to store 

this water and slowly releas-

es it into the sea. It also filters 

this water so that any excess 

nutrients are absorbed into 

the morass and not sent out 

into the sea. If too much wa-

ter is released into the ocean 

at once, or if the water is 

dirty, it is a danger to all the 

fish in the sea, as well as the 

corals.  

The protection offered by 

reefs & wetlands are a major 

reason why NEPT is working 

so hard to conserve our envi-

ronment. These are essential 

systems that everyone should 

be working to protect!  

Eco-Systems That Protect Us From Hurricanes  

Marine Park Building 

Negril PO Box 2599 

Negril, Westmoreland 

Jamaica, West Indies 

Phone: 876-957-3736 

 

E-mail: 

nept_negril@yahoo.com 

For the latest news on NEPT, visit:  

 www.nept.wordpress.com  
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Ridge to Reef Protection of the Negril Environmental Protection Area   

Can you find the fol-
lowing 12 hidden 

items in this picture? 

- Comb 

- Crown 

- Envelope 

- Heart 

- Salt- shaker 

- Ruler 

- Ring 

- Needle  

- Light bulb 

- Snake 

- Carrot 

- Ice Cream    
   cone 

Contact us: 

Coral reefs (above), and 
wetlands (below) are 2 ma-
jor environmental systems 

that mitigate hurricane 
damage 


